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Why?

In 2022, we adopted OUR SALEM, an update
to the City’s Comprehensive Plan.

Salem has some beautiful and enjoyable parks. 
However, there is a perception of corresponding disinvestments
in some areas – an inequitable park system. 

Why now?



The term equity refers to the fairness or justice of a
situation or distribution.

The Dictionary of Human Geography, second edition, 1986





Taxonomy of 
equity models

Nicholls, Sarah. (2001). Measuring the accessibility and equity of
public parks: A case study using GIS. Manag. Leis.. 6.
10.1080/13606710110084651. 

Borrowed from Nicholls (2001), after Lucy (1981), and Crompton and Wicks (1988)
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Where does Salem Parks and Recreation want to be in
the future?

Phase 2

Process

Where does Salem Parks and Recreation stand today?
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Understand our community
dynamics and existing park system
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Develop a shared community vision
and identify key projects 

How does Salem Parks and Recreation get there?
Phase 3
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Prioritize implementation actions
and identify funding strategies 



Steering and Advising the Project

Project Streeting Committee

Salem Equity Roundtable

Staff Technical Advisory Committee



Potential partnerships

University of Oregon, College of Design

Spatial justice course (winter term)

Dedicated park course (spring term)

Oregon State University, College of Forestry

 Recreation survey

Enterprise Services - internal

Data strategy pilot



Questions


