
FOR THE MEETING OF: November 21, 2024 
AGENDA ITEM: 5.B 

 

TO: 
 
THROUGH: 

Historic Landmarks Commission  
 
Lisa Anderson-Ogilvie, AICP, Deputy Community 
Development Director and Planning Administrator 

FROM: Jake Morris, Historic Preservation Planner 

HEARING DATE: November 21, 2024 

CASE NO.: Historic Local Designation Case No. HIS24-22 

APPLICATION 
SUMMARY: 

A proposal to designate the Criterion Schoolhouse as a 
Salem Local Historic Resource. 

LOCATION: 2330 17th St. NE (Oregon State Fairgrounds) 

REQUEST: Class 4 Legislative Major Historic Review of a proposal 
to designate the Criterion Schoolhouse (1912), as a local 
historic resource, zoned PA (Public Amusement) located 
at the Oregon State Fairgrounds 2330 17th St. NE (Marion 
County Assessor’s Tax Lot 073W14DA00100) 

APPLICANTS: Criterion Schoolhouse Committee (Robin Bodey) 

APPROVAL 
CRITERIA: 

Salem Revised Code (SRC) Chapter 230.010 Historic 
Designation 

RECOMMENDATION: Recommend APPROVAL to City Council 
 

BACKGROUND & PROPOSAL 
 
The Country School Association of American (CSAA) placed the Criterion Schoolhouse 
(c.1912) on the National Schoolhouse Historic Register on December 2, 2022, as an important 
Oregon example of a one-room schoolhouse from the early twentieth century. Representatives 
from the Criterion Schoolhouse Committee, the Oregon Retired Educators Association (OREA) 
and the Oregon State Fair subsequently submitted a Local Historic Resource designation 
application to the City of Salem on July 27, 2023 along with a request for assistance to draft 
the local nomination. 
 
Notice was provided to DLCD on October 8, 2024. Notice of public hearing was sent by mail to 
surrounding property owners and tenants pursuant to Salem Revised Code (SRC) 
requirements on October 30, 2024. Public hearing notice was also posted on the property in 
accordance with the posting provision outlined in SRC 300.620. The City of Salem Historic 
Landmarks Commission will hold a public hearing for the case on November 21, 2024 at 5:30 
p.m. in Council Chambers, Civic Center at 555 Liberty Street SE, Room 240. 
(https://bit.ly/planningpublicmeetings).  
 
 

https://bit.ly/planningpublicmeetings


Historic Local Designation Case No. HIS24-22 
HLC Meeting of November 21, 2024 
Page 2 
 

   

SUMMARY OF RECORD 
 
The following items are submitted to the record and are available upon request: All materials in 
the case file including comments from public agencies, City departments, neighborhood 
associations, and the public. All materials are available on the City’s online Permit Application 
Center at https://permits.cityofsalem.net. You may use the search function without registering 
and enter the permit number listed here: 24 118986. 
 
FACTS & FINDINGS 
 
1. Historic Designation  
 
According to SRC 230.010(c)(2) the Historic Landmarks Commission may initiate the 
designation of a local historic resource. Designation is a Type IV procedure under SRC 300. 
The HLC shall hold a public hearing on the nomination and make a recommendation to City 
Council regarding the proposed designation. Provided owner consent is granted per SRC 
230.010(f), under Salem Revised Code (SRC) Chapter 230.010 an application for the 
designation of a local resource designation may be granted by the Salem City Council if the 
resource meets the criteria for age, significance and integrity as outlined in SRC 230.010(e).  
 
2. Neighborhood and Citizen Comments 

 
The subject property is not located within a designated neighborhood. 
 
Neighborhood Association Comment: Notice of the application was provided to Highland, 
Northgate, NOLA, and NEN Neighborhood Associations pursuant to SRC 300.720(b)(2)(A), 
which requires notice to be sent to any City-recognized neighborhood association whose 
boundaries include, or are adjacent to, the subject property. As of the date of completion of this 
staff report, no comments have been received from the neighborhood associations. 
 
Homeowners Association: The subject property is not located within a Homeowners 
Association. 
 
Public Comment: Notice was also provided, pursuant to SRC 300.720(b)(2)(A), to all property 
owners and tenants within 250 feet of the subject property. 
At the time of writing this staff report, two comments were received from the members of the 
public in support of the proposed nomination (Attachment C). 
 
Posted Notice: Pursuant to SRC 300.720(b)(3)(A), notice of the proposal was posted on the 
subject property. 
 
3. City Department and Public Agency Comments 
 
Department of Land Conservation and Development (DLCD): Pursuant to SRC 300.720(b)(1), 
notice was provided to DLCD on October 8, 2024. At the time of writing this staff report, no 
comments were received from DLCD.  
 

https://egov.cityofsalem.net/PACPortal
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City Departments: At the time of writing this staff report Building and Safety commented with 
no objection. No other comments were received from City departments at the time of this 
report. 
 
4. Historic Designation Criteria 

 
SRC Chapter 230.010(e) are the criterion applicable to the evaluation of this proposal. Historic 
Landmarks Commission staff reviewed the project proposal and have the following findings for 
the applicable standards:  
 
FINDINGS 
 
1. SRC 230.010 (e) (1) Age: The proposed historic resource is at least 50 years old, or 

demonstrates exceptional significance if less than 50 years of age. 
 
Findings: The resource was constructed in 1912, over 50 years ago; therefore, staff 
recommends the HLC find that this criterion has been met.  
 

2. SRC 230.010 (e) (2) Significance: The proposed historic resource demonstrates 
significance in at least one of the following areas: 
 
a. Cultural Significance: (i) Contributes to the character and historic identity of the 

neighborhood or City; (ii) Makes a contribution to the historic character of a historic 
resource, neighborhood, district, or City as a whole. 

Findings: Staff recommends that the HLC find that the potential resource is culturally 
significant as defined under SRC 230.010 (e)(2)(a)(ii), for its contribution to the historic 
character of the Oregon State Fair in Salem. The Criterion Schoolhouse is culturally 
significant as an embodiment of the early history of education in Oregon, and as part of 
the educational section of the Oregon State Fair, the Criterion Schoolhouse building and 
associated activities and exhibits conducted here during Oregon’s State Fair every year 
educate the public about the history of education in Oregon so that generations of 
Oregonians can learn about how children in rural Oregon communities were educated 
from 1912-1925. 

b. Human Significance: (i) Is associated historically with the life or activities of a person, 
group, organization or institution that has made a significant contribution to the local 
community; or (ii) Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution 
to the broad patterns of local history; or (iii) Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, 
important information concerning prehistory or history. 

Findings: Staff recommends the HLC find that the Criterion School is a significant 
resource under SRC 230.010 (e)(2)(b)(i) for its association with the efforts of the 
Oregon Department of Education (ODE) who conducted a large statewide search for 
intact one-room schoolhouses as part of Oregon’s bicentennial (1976) celebration in 
Oregon. ODE facilitated the relocation of the Criterion Schoolhouse to Salem which 
included mobilizing the National Guard to move the structure to Salem from central 
Oregon, and then coordinated volunteers to restore the schoolhouse on the grounds of 
the Oregon State Fair in 1976. 
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Staff recommends that the HLC find that the resource is associated with events that 
have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of local history because it 
serves as an example of early settlement-era education in rural Oregon communities, 
and a symbol of the enormous effort that went into planning and celebrating America’s 
bicentennial. It is connected to both the development and implementation of early 
American education in rural communities, an event that drastically changed education in 
the American West, as well as the large-scale celebration of America’s bicentennial, a 
nation-wide, regional, and local celebration of all things Americana. 

 

c. Architectural Significance: (i) Is significant as an example of a particular architectural 
style, building type, structural type, or method of construction; or (ii) Is the work of an 
acknowledged master or architect, or possesses high artistic values. 
 
Findings: Staff recommends the HLC find that the Criterion Schoolhouse is significant 
under SRC 230.010 (e)(2)(c) as an excellent example of an increasingly rare vernacular 
one room schoolhouse building. Very few of these buildings still exist in a well-
preserved and unaltered form. The asymmetrical arrangement of windows allowing for 
continuous chalk boards along one side of the school room is unusual and distinctive. 

 

3. SRC 230.010 (e) (3) Integrity: The proposed historic resource retains sufficient original 
design characteristics, craft work, or material to serve as an example of an architectural 
period, significant building type or structural type, or recognized architectural style. 
 
Findings: Staff recommends the HLC find that the school retains integrity of design, 
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association and that SRC 230.010(e)(3) has been 
met. While the school no longer retains integrity of location or setting, as it has been moved 
from its original location, the school retains enough integrity to be eligible as a local 
resource in Salem’s Register of Historic Places due to its ability to convey its significance 
and association with Oregon’s bicentennial celebration. The school remains an intact 
example of early educational buildings, as well as a symbol of the effort put into the 
celebration of America’s birthday.  
 
Staff recommends that the HLC find that the resource retains its original design 
characteristics and materials, serving as a significant example of the one-room 
schoolhouse building type, thereby meeting this criterion. 

 
Owner Consent 
 
4. SRC 230.010.(f). Owner Consent: A property owner may refuse to consent to local 

historic resource designation at any point during the designation process. A refusal to 
consent shall remove the property from consideration for local historic resource 
designation. No permit for the demolition or modification of property removed from 
consideration for local historic resource designation shall be issued for 120 days following 
the date of the property owner's refusal to consent to local historic resource designation. 
 
Findings: The property is owned by the State of Oregon-Fairgrounds (DAS), which has no 
objection to the designation; a State of Oregon representative has signed the land use 
application. 
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RECOMMENDATION 
 
Based upon the information presented in the application and findings as presented in this staff 
report, staff recommends that the Historic Landmarks Commission RECOMMEND to City 
Council APPROVAL of the proposal to designate the Criterion Schoolhouse as a Local 
Historic Resource.  
 
DECISION ALTERNATIVES 
 
1. RECOMMEND APPROVAL. Should the HLC find that the proposed resource is eligible for 
designation and therefore recommend that the City Council approve the designation. 
 
2. RECOMMEND DENIAL. Should the HLC find that the proposed resource is not eligible for 
designation and therefore recommend that the City Council deny the designation. 
 
Attachments: A.  Vicinity Map 
 B. Submittal Materials 
 C. Comments  
  
   
Prepared by Jacob Morris, Planner III,  
on behalf of Kimberli, Fitzgerald, Historic Preservation Officer  
 
G:\CD\PLANNING\HISTORIC\CASE APPLICATION Files - Processing Documents & Staff Reports\Type 

IV\2024\Criterion Schoolhouser\HIS24-22 Criterion Schoolhouse. Staff Report.docx 
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Criterion School

Local Historic Resource Nomination
Kirsten Straus and Juliana Inman
March 2024

Narrative description of the proposed resource including:
(A)Significant features of the site to be covered by the designation; and
(B)Significant people and events connected with the proposed resource.

The Criterion School is a one-room school house originally erected in Criterion, Oregon in 1912.
Criterion was once located about twelve miles south of Maupin, Oregon and served the children
of local ranches until 1925. Upon the completion of the Dalles-California Highway (now Hwy.
197/97) from The Dalles to Klamath Falls in 1925, the school was no longer needed as officials
decided to bus students north to Maupin using the newly completed road.1 In 1976, State
officials moved the abandoned school house to Salem as part of the bicentennial celebrations
for the state where it became an exhibit to learn about the history of education in Oregon at the
State Fairgrounds.

Description:
The Criterion Schoolhouse is a rectangular plan single story, raised foundation, wood frame
building first constructed in 1912. This vernacular gable front building possesses a single
prominent entrance topped by an open wood frame belfry and bell. The moderately pitched roof
has been re-roofed with composition shingles. Historic photographs show a smooth wood
shingle roof. Metal ogee gutters and downspouts have been added to the building. The simply
boxed soffits and eaves are closed with smooth one inch thick painted wood. The painted
horizontal wood siding is a drop siding style with a routed center groove giving the appearance
of narrower horizontal siding pieces. The defining exterior feature is a front façade with a gable
front roof, topped by a bell and belfry.

The entry doors consist of a pair of solid raised wood five panel doors topped by a four light
glass transom band. The doors and windows have flat wood trim with small flat caps at their
heads. The top of the door transom band aligns with the tops of the one over one windows
flanking the small single story open sided gable roof entry portico. Currently this portico or porch
has a staircase with five risers and an added switchback ramp. One side of the building is blank
and has no windows, while the opposite side has four one over one windows which are
symmetrically arranged to light the classroom area. The rear gable end wall has two one over
one windows which align with the entry windows. A wood burning stove is centered at the rear
of the classroom, with the metal flue extending directly through the roof.

1 “Pessimism banished,” The Bulletin (Bend, OR), July 31, 1925, p. 4 for information about date of road
completion and “School bus cost told by outside school man,” Maupin Times (Maupin, OR), March 27,
1930, p. 1 for information on timing of the bus.
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Unlike many “one room schoolhouse” buildings, the Criterion Schoolhouse has a solid sidewall
instead of a solid rear wall. This feature allows a large interior wall to accommodate three long
and well lit chalkboards. The interior spaces have high ceilings. The Criterion Schoolhouse has
an entry vestibule which protects the classroom space from winter chill. The belfry bell pull is
located in this vestibule. The interior of the building is intact original painted wood paneling on
walls and ceilings throughout. The interior wood floors are original.

The Criterion Schoolhouse was relocated from Maupin, Oregon to its current location at the
Oregon State Fairgrounds in Salem, Oregon in 1976. During this relocation from Maupin, the
building was cut apart and reassembled on its new foundation.

This designation covers the one-room schoolhouse in its location in Salem. The historic
boundary for the designation is the dripline of the building. There are no other associated
buildings covered under this designation. The school is under public ownership and is available
for viewing at the Oregon State Fairgrounds.

The Criterion School is associated with the history of education in Oregon and is a
representative example of early school house construction in the State during the early
twentieth-century. It is also associated with the history of bicentennial celebrations in Oregon
and across the USA as citizens gathered to celebrate 200 years since the signing of the
Declaration of Independence.

(1)Age. The proposed historic resource is at least 50 years old, or demonstrates exceptional
significance if less than 50 years of age.
The proposed historic resource was constructed in the summer of 1912.2 As of this writing
(2024), the building is 112 years old, more than double the minimum of fifty years. This criterion
is met.

(2)Significance. The proposed historic resource demonstrates significance in at least one of the
following areas:

(A)Cultural significance. The proposed historic resource:

2 “Criterion has standard school,” Weekly Chronicle (The Dalles, OR), December 31, 1914, no page listed,
as viewed in John H. Lundell, History of School Districts & School Houses, Wasco County, Oregon
(Wasco County Historical Museum Press and John Lundell, 2009), p. 481-483.
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(i)Contributes to the character and historic identity of the neighborhood or City; or
(ii)Makes a contribution to the historic character of a historic resource, neighborhood,
district, or the City as a whole.

The School House is culturally significant as a resource within the Oregon State Fairgrounds. It
is part of the educational section of the fair where many people can go to learn about the history
of education in Oregon.

(B)Human significance. The proposed historic resource:
(i)Is associated historically with the life or activities of a person, group, organization or
institution that has made a significant contribution to the local community; or
(ii)Is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of local history; or
(iii)Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, important information concerning prehistory or
history.

The Criterion School is a significant resource in the City of Salem for its connections to both the
history of education in the State and the history of the bicentennial celebration in Oregon and
across the USA.

Newly arriving Euro-American settlers erected one-room schoolhouses all over the American
West as they arrived in the mid-nineteenth century. Though many urban communities had
moved on to larger schools by the twentieth-century, many small communities continued to erect
one-room schoolhouses for the children of local ranchers and farmers. The one-room
schoolhouse was and continues to be a symbol of newly-settled, rural life.3

Residents of the area of Criterion, south of Maupin, erected the Criterion School in 1912. In
1916, the local paper reported the school was painted white with a green roof, which received
“much favorable comment.”4 It was the first school in Wasco County to be declared “standard,”
which meant that it met all the minimum standards set by the county superintendents.5 The
school operated as an educational center for the community until 1925 when the completion of
the local highway made bussing children to a local, larger school in Maupin a more economical
option.

5 “Criterion School,” Oregon’s One and Two Teacher Schools (Board of Directors of Oregon’s Small
Schools Association, 1988), available to view in Criterion School Library.

4 “Criterion,” The Maupin Times, July 14, 1916, p. 8.

3 Paul Rocheleau, The One-Room Schoolhouse (New York: Universe Publishing, 2003). See this book for
a general history of one-room schoolhouses in America.
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Marie Bassoni, the woman who donated land for the Criterion School, asked that building also
be used for community events.6 Sunday school, literary meetings, Independence Day
Celebrations, dances, and Christmas events were held at the school building.7 A resident and
student of the school, Vera Caufield DeHays, remembers Sunday school and church services
“once in a awhile.” She also noted that one of the teachers, Miss Herrling, began a custom of
serving hot cocoa or hot bouillon with lunch, one of the first teachers in the state to do so.8 One
debate which happened at the school in 1923, between the residents of Dist. 85 and 87, argued
the benefits of the income tax bill which would soon come up for a vote. Though the paper didn’t
report who won the debate, it did report that the districts had agreed to a joint Christmas tree for
that year and that Loris Bonney was elected the literary society president.9

After the school closed in 1925, the building continued to be used for community events.
Though, in 1926, the newspaper reported that someone had robbed the school of its desks; a
reward was offered for information about the crime.10 It was used off and on until 1953 when it
was abandoned.11 In 1969, it was used as hay and grain storage.12 The owners, Mr. and Mrs.
Clarence Hunt, Mr. and Mrs. Roger Justesen, and Mrs. Shirley Rugg, were all from the area and
agreed to donate the building when asked.13

The fate of the school would change drastically in 1976, the bicentennial of the signing of the
Declaration of Independence in America and a huge year of celebration all across the United
States. The Oregon State Department of Education acquired the school after a large search for
well intact schools that the department could move to the Oregon State Fairgrounds for the
bicentennial celebration. According to some recollections about the process recorded in the
Criterion School History binder, the state had a few requirements: the school had to be donated;
it had to be small enough to be relocated to the fairgrounds; it had to have an entry and be in
good enough condition to restore, and it had to have windows on one side.14 These conditions
were met by the Criterion School House and the state made the decision to move the
schoolhouse to the State Fairgrounds in Salem, Oregon in the summer of 1976.

14 “History of the Schoolhouse,” notes available in Criterion School History Binder, unknown date.

13 “Criterion School,” Oregon’s One and Two Teacher Schools (Board of Directors of Oregon’s Small
Schools Association, 1988), available to view in Criterion School Library.

12 Criterion School brochure, published by Oregon Retired Educators Association and the Oregon State
Fair Association, available at Criterion Library.

11 “Criterion School,” Oregon State Fairgrounds, https://oregonstatefair.org/attractions/criterion-school/,
accessed April 2024.

10 “Reward Offered,” The Maupin Times, June 24, 1926, p. 3.
9 “Criterion,” The Maupin Times, November 22, 1923, p. 4.
8 Schmidt, “Criterion School.”

7 Don Schmidt, “Criterion School History (incomplete preliminary draft),” self-published, July 2001,
available in the Criterion School Research library.

6 “Criterion news… Mrs.Ella Bassoni…,” The Maupin Times, September 12, 1929, p. 3.

https://oregonstatefair.org/attractions/criterion-school/
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In order to move the schoolhouse, the building had to be cut in half. Though administrators
considered moving the building by helicopter, the logistics would not pencil out and they made
the decision to move the building by highway.15 In July of 1976, the National Guard, Department
of Education and other volunteers dismantled the roof and carefully cut the building in half so it
could be moved on trucks across the Santiam Pass.16 The school had to reroute around several
overpasses and a few electrical wires had to be raised so the school could pass safely to the
State capital.17 Some newspapers reported that officials would transport the woodshed and
outhouse with the building.18 The outhouse was installed near the schoolhouse, and the
woodshed was stored at the School for the Deaf. The outhouse deteriorated and was eventually
removed, and the woodshed was discarded at an unknown date.19 The seam where the
schoolhouse was cut in half is still visible.

Once the building arrived in Salem, volunteers from many organizations donated time and
materials to restore the building to good condition, including rebuilding the bell tower at the top.
The work happened relatively quickly as the building was ready to host visitors just about a
month later, in August of 1976.20 Some of the volunteers, like Sharon and Frank Case of the
Education Department, were painting the school up until the day before the fair opened!21

Because of all the volunteers involved, the cost to the state to move the school over 200 miles
was estimated at around only $1,200.22

Despite efforts to move the school, the fairgrounds had not necessarily agreed to allow the
school to stay there permanently. In 1976, newspapers reported that officials had allowed the
school to stay another year, and that they “didn’t want to encourage other organizations to seek
to establish shrines on the fairgrounds.”23 However, events at the school went on, including the
1977 Oregon State Fairgrounds Spelling Bee.24 In the spring of 1978, the building moved again,
to its final placement, still on the Oregon State Fairgrounds.25

The school remains as an example of early settlement-era education in rural Oregon
communities, and a symbol of the enormous effort that went into planning and celebrating

25 Ibid.
24 “56 in fair spelling bee,” Corvallis Gazette-Times, September 3, 1977, p. 11.
23 “School to stay on fairgrounds,” Albany Democrat-Herald, December 17, 1976, p. 6.
22 Ibid.

21 Gloria Bledsoe, “It’s hunting season, and the hunting stories come out of hiding,” Capital life editorial,
Statesman Journal, October 13, 1980, p. 16.

20 Ibid.
19 Interview with Paul Eck, October 29, 2024.
18 “Schoolhouse made ready for journey,” Corvallis Gazette-Times, July 12, 1976, p. 5.
17 Paul Jacobs, “Saving a rare species,” July 9, 1976, p. 1.

16 “Move and Restoration,” photo documentation of school project, posted in the front hall of the Criterion
Schoolhouse, viewed and documented by author in 2023.

15 “Move by copter?,” History photo documentation of the school project, posted in the front hall of the
Criterion Schoolhouse, viewed and documented by author in 2023.
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America’s bicentennial. It is connected to both the development and implementation of early
American education in rural communities, an event that drastically changed education in the
American West, as well as the large-scale celebration of America’s bicentennial, a nation-wide
celebration of all things Americana.

(C)Architectural significance. The proposed historic resource:
(i)Is significant as an example of a particular architectural style, building type, structural
type, or method of construction; or
(ii)Is the work of an acknowledged master or architect, or possesses high artistic values.

The Criterion Schoolhouse is an excellent example of an increasingly rare vernacular one room
schoolhouse building. Very few of these buildings still exist in a well-preserved and unaltered
form. The asymmetrical arrangement of windows allowing for continuous chalk boards along
one side of the school room is unusual and distinctive.

(3)Integrity. The proposed historic resource retains sufficient original design characteristics, craft
work, or material to serve as an example of an architectural period, significant building type or
structural type, or recognized architectural style.

The school retains integrity of design, materials, workmanship, feeling, and association. The
school no longer retains integrity of location or setting as it has been moved from its original
location. Although the setting is different, the current setting does allow natural light to enter the
interior and demonstrate the manner in which the windows were arranged to use daylight to
facilitate learning by making the chalkboards visible without glare. .

Despite the removal of the building from its original location, the school retains overall integrity
necessary for eligibility as a local resource in Salem’s Register of Historic Places. Especially
because of the school's connection to the bicentennial celebration, the school remains a
well-intact example of early educational buildings, as well as a symbol of the effort put into the
celebration of America’s birthday.
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PLANS & ELEVATIONS:

Elevation 1: South and East Elevations of the Criterion Schoolhouse. Source: Russell Schutte.
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Elevation 2: North and West Elevations of the Criterion Schoolhouse. Source: Russell Schutte.
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Plan 1: Floor Plan of the Criterion Schoolhouse. Source: Russell Schutte.
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HISTORIC PHOTOS:

Image 1: Undated image of the Criterion Schoolhouse with playground equipment in foreground.
Source: Criterion Schoolhouse Committee (Oregon State Fair Foundation) image collection.
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Image 2: Undated image of the Criterion Schoolhouse showing outbuildings, windmill, and site.
Source: Criterion Schoolhouse Committee (Oregon State Fair Foundation) image collection.
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Image 3: Undated image of the Criterion Schoolhouse with playground equipment in foreground.
Source: Criterion Schoolhouse Committee (Oregon State Fair Foundation) image collection.
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Image 4: Newspaper clipping of helicopter visit to the Criterion Schoolhouse site. Source:
Criterion Schoolhouse Committee (Oregon State Fair Foundation) image collection.
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Image 5: Undated image of Criterion Schoolhouse with roof removed. Source: Criterion
Schoolhouse Committee (Oregon State Fair Foundation) image collection.
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Image 6: Image of Criterion Schoolhouse cut in half and braced for transport. Source: Criterion
Schoolhouse Committee (Oregon State Fair Foundation) image collection.
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Image 7: Image of Criterion Schoolhouse being relocated by truck to the Oregon State
Fairgrounds. Source: Criterion Schoolhouse Committee (Oregon State Fair Foundation) image
collection.
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Image 8: A view of the Criterion Schoolhouse as it reaches Salem. (Photo by Russ Strohmeyer,
Statesman Journal, July 17, 1976, p. 4).
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Image 9: Image of Criterion Schoolhouse after relocation to the Oregon State Fairgrounds.
Source: Criterion Schoolhouse Committee (Oregon State Fair Foundation) image collection.
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CURRENT PHOTOS:

Image 10: East elevation of Criterion Schoolhouse. Source: Kirsten Straus 2023.
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Image 11: Image of Criterion Schoolhouse taken from the northeast. Source: Ryan Prochaska
2023.
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Image 12: Image of Criterion Schoolhouse taken from the southwest. Source: Ryan Prochaska
2023.
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Image 13: South elevation of Criterion Schoolhouse. Source: Kirsten Straus 2023.
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Image 14: Detail of structural system taken during repairs made by Clatsop Community College
volunteers. Source: Ryan Prochaska 2023.
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Image 15: Interior image taken from the northeast corner of the classroom . Source: Ryan
Prochaska 2023.
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Image 16: Interior image taken from the southeast corner of the classroom . Source: Ryan
Prochaska 2023.
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Image 17: Interior image of the east wall of the classroom . Source: Kristi Jenkins-Smith 2023.
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Image 18: Interior image of the door to the entry vestibule . Source: Kirsten Straus 2023.



1

Jake Morris

From: KJ SIMILA <similand@msn.com>
Sent: Friday, November 1, 2024 3:49 PM
To: Jake Morris
Cc: lynntakata@aol.com; jello879@gmail.com
Subject: Case Manager, HIS24-22  Criterion Schoolhouse

   I am a resident of the NEN Neighborhood Association adjacent to the south boundary of the Oregon State 
Fairgrounds.   I support the Local Historic Resource Designation Case No. HIS24-22 for the Criterion 
Schoolhouse located on the property of the Oregon State Fairgrounds on 17th Street NE.    
   My father, born in May of 1900, attended a rural one-room school similar to the Criterion Schoolhouse 
from 1906 - 1916.  Criterion Schoolhouse offers a unique opportunity for visitors to Salem to experience 
how public education facilities began in rural Oregon.   
   I have visited the remote, dry, windswept location of the Criterion schoolhouse’s former site southeast of 
Maupin, OR.  This hard-to-reach spot in Wasco County on a high ridge east of the Deschutes River is near 
the hardscrabble Oregon farming/ranching communities of Shaniko and Bakeoven,  Salem is now fortunate 
to have the abandoned (but saved) Criterion Schoolhouse as a Local Historic Resource for residents and 
visitors to see and experience close by. 
 
Ken Simila, 1810 - 20th Street NE, Salem OR 97301 
 
 
Please direct questions or comments to the CASE MANAGER: 
Jake Morris 
jjmorris@cityofsalem.net 
503-540-2417 
Thank you, 
Zachery Cardoso 
 

jjmorris
Text Box
Attachment C
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Jake Morris

From: beebalmbees@gmail.com
Sent: Friday, November 1, 2024 2:14 PM
To: Jake Morris
Cc: Don Jensen
Subject: FW: Request for Comments - Case No. HIS24-22 for 2230 17th St NE

 
I think this is a good thing to preserve a historic schoolhouse. 
Bayard Mentrum 
NGNA 
 

  

From: Zachery Cardoso <ZCardoso@cityofsalem.net>  
Sent: Wednesday, October 30, 2024 3:39 PM 
To: Zachery Cardoso <ZCardoso@cityofsalem.net> 
Cc: Jake Morris <jjmorris@cityofsalem.net>; Kimberli Fitzgerald <KFitzgerald@cityofsalem.net> 
Subject: Request for Comments - Case No. HIS24-22 for 2230 17th St NE 
  
Hello, 
  
The Request for Comments for Local Historic Resource Designation Case No. HIS24-22 for 2230 17th St NE is attached for your information. Comments are due 
Wednesday, November  13, 2024 by 5:00 p.m. Hard copies go out in the mail today for those of you who are to receive one. 
  
Application Summary: A proposal to designate the Criterion Schoolhouse as a Salem Local Historic Resource. 
  
Please direct questions or comments to the CASE MANAGER: 
Jake Morris 
jjmorris@cityofsalem.net 
503-540-2417 
  
Thank you, 
  
  


